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Transportation Week. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to learn how our modern transportation
system contributes to the security of our citi-
zens and the prosperity of our country and
to celebrate these observances with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:08 a.m., May 14, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 15.

Proclamation 8143—National Safe
Boating Week, 2007

May 10, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Millions of Americans take advantage of
and participate in the special beauty of our
Nation’s waterways. During National Safe
Boating Week, we renew our commitment
to raising awareness about the importance of
making safe and sound boating decisions on
the water.

America’s rivers, lakes, and oceans are
wonderful places for boaters to gather with
friends and family while enjoying the out-
doors. As they do so, it is important that indi-
viduals avoid risky behaviors that can lead
to boating accidents. Factors such as careless
and reckless operation, inattention, and ex-
cessive speed contribute to accidents. To
help ensure that individuals stay safe on
America’s waterways, the United States
Coast Guard urges citizens to take basic safe-
ty precautions such as wearing a life jacket,
participating in a boat safety course, getting
a free vessel check, and never boating under
the influence of alcohol or drugs. By prac-
ticing responsible boating habits, citizens can
help contribute to a safer, more enjoyable
experience on the water.

May 10 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007

In recognition of the importance of safe
boating practices, the Congress, by joint res-
olution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C.
131), as amended, has authorized and re-
quested the President to proclaim annually
the 7-day period prior to Memorial Day
weekend as “National Safe Boating Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 19 through May 25,
2007, as National Safe Boating Week. I en-
courage the Governors of the 50 States and
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and offi-
cials of other areas subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, to join in observing this
week. I also urge all Americans to learn more
about safe boating practices and always en-
gage in proper and responsible conduct while
on the water.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:08 a.m., May 14, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 15.

Remarks at a Republican National
Committee Gala

May 10, 2007

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for
coming. Please be seated, unless, of course,
you don’t have a chair. [Laughter] I'm glad
you're here. And I'm glad I'm here with you,
and I thank you. Thanks for coming; thanks
for supporting the Republican Party. Here’s
our mission. Our mission is to keep the White
House in 2008 and retake the Senate and
the House. And you're helping, and you're
helping a lot, and I really appreciate it.

I appreciate my friend Senator Mel Mar-
tinez for being the general chairman of the
Republican National Committee. You know,
I believe—I believe that he is the first RNC
chairman to speak English as a second lan-
guage. [Laughter] Some people think I'm the



